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Soundpainting gestures for the use of the conductor in “Sounds of Siday: Side A” 
 

Gesture Type Description 

You Who 

 

Everybody Who 

 

All the rest 
 
All the musicians that 
weren't just assigned with 
a gesture 

Who 

 



Hit 
 
An accented sound hit 

What 

 

White noise 
 
Produce a white noise 
sound with your 
instrument in any way 
you desire 

What 

 

Scanning 
 
Similar to Point to Point: 
When the conductors arm 
lines up with you, start  
improvising. When the 
arm of the conductor is 
not pointing at your 
direction anymore, stop 
playing. 
Another example: You 
can also be signed, 
Scanning with Palette 1 
for example, which means 
you start playing palette 1 
when the conductors arm 
lines up with you instead 
of a free improvisation. 

What  



With 
 
A connecting gesture. Can 
be with for many cases. 
For example: 
Point to Point With 
Pointillism. 
For example: 
Improvise With Long 
note. 
etc. 
 

What 

 

This 
 
Referring to what is being 
played now. Can be used 
in several cases. For 
example: Improvise with 
This. For example: Kick, 
Go back into This. 
 

What 

 



Shape line 
 
React intuitively to the 
conductor’s motions. No 
rules. Just translation of 
movement into sound 
with your own 
interpretation. 

What 

 

Pay attention 
 
A gesture that would 
usually follow the Shape 
Line, to be clear when the 
Shape Line stops and 
continuing to other 
gestures. 

What  



Development 
 
Develop / un-develop the 
idea you are currently 
playing. The more the 
hands are open, the 
“higher” the development 
rate would be. 
Very important: 
remember carefully what 
you are playing before 
developing, so you could 
return to that exact same 
musical material when 
assigned to. 

What Hands opening / closing a window 

Rhythm tap 
  
Signing specific rhythms. 
This is done by tapping 
out a rhythm on the 
inside of the forearm 
several times until it’s 
clear. 

What 

 

Improvisation 
 
Open improvisation 

What  



Relate to 
 
Start improvising relating 
to the person the 
conductor is pointing at 

What 

 

Dynamics 
 
Imagine the hand is a 
dynamic fader. If pointed 
at top of the hand, play 
the material in fff. If in the 
bottom ppp, having all of 
the range in between 
accordingly. 

How 

 
 



Play 
 
Enter now with the 
material assigned. 
 

When 

 

Enter in the next 5 
seconds 
 
With the material 
assigned. 

When 

 



Leave now 
 
Stop playing 
 

When 

 

Leave in the next 5 
seconds 
 
Stop playing within 5 
seconds. 

When 

 

Go into 
 
Been used to gives 2 
gestures in a row. For 
example: Kick Go into 
Long Tone, Play. Which 
means: You would 
perform a Kick, and right 
after start playing a Long 
Tone. 

When 

 
 
 

* For more information on Soundpainting and on how to use its gestures, visit: www.soundpainting.com 
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